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Murnong Trail, Damascus College 
Presented by David Neate 


The Murnong Trail meanders through the remnant bushland behind 
the Damascus College buildings. It has been established over the 
past four years with the aim of preserving biodiversity and rec- 
ognising indigenous agriculture. David explained that a teachers’ 
inservice conference on indigenous agriculture at Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Cranbourne sparked the idea of greater use of the College’s 
bushland. The College already had a strong ethos of sustainability 
and, as a fire plan was being revised, ways to increase safety without 
destroying the biodiversity of the bushland were considered. 


Bird life 


Many native bird species, among them 
the wood duck, nest in the holes on old 
gum trees. In this forest, there are few 
natural nest sites, so artificial nest 
boxes give birds 
(and possums) 


a helping hand. Photo: | 

Wood ducks are Information 

the “geese of plaque 

the forest”- Murnong 
Trail. 


they protect 

other small 

species against 
_ predators. 


Chenonetta jubata (Wood duck / Wurrwitt) 


This began a journey of discovery and re-learning. Two books that 
helped in re-learning of how the Australian landscape developed; 
were Bill Gammage's The Biggest Estate on Earth and Bruce Pas- 
coe’s Dark Emu, Black Seeds: Agriculture or Accident?. 


David discovered the artistic talents of a student, Amelia Johnson, 
who was drawing during a biology class. The student's pencil draw- 
ing of a Wood Duck has been used on one of 16 interpretive signs 
along the Murnong Trail. (See photo p. 1.) 


Uncle Bryon Powell, Elder of the Wathaurung people has generously 
shared his knowledge of plant uses, burning methods and the many 
native food plants growing naturally on the site. The once prolific 
colourful Murnong or Yam Daisy Microseris walteri was selected as 
the “hero species”. Now locally rare, it 1s used in the name for the 
Trail to honour the link with the rich cultural significance of the 
plant as an food for the Wathaurung people. Roger Thomas, also, 
provided much information about the local species, and the College 
students continue to contribute extra observations. 


An early application to register as Land for Wildlife was refused be- 
cause of the high weed population. Now weeds such as pines, Gorse 
and Bluebell Creeper are being controlled and Land for Wildlife 
status has been achieved. 


An 800m loop, forming a track with interpretive signs, has been built 
through the bushland. A storm in December 2012 brought down 
many large trees. Then understorey plants, particularly Chocolate 
Lily, responded vigorously to the extra light and water providing a 
suberb wildflower display the following Spring. Grants and working 
bees with the College’s Green Group focused on weed control and 
the planting of indigenous species. Sadly, many of the planted 
shrubs suffered badly during the very dry spring of 2015. 


Also, in 2015, a booklet about the Murnong Trail, delightfully illus- 
trated by Amelia Johnson, was produced. 


The Murnong Trail 1s used as an educational resource in VCE Envi- 
ronmental Studies and in the junior classes of Food and Humanities 
Indigenous studies. In 2016, Damascus College received the Re- 
source Smart Schools Award for the Biodiversity Secondary School 
of the Year. 


J Gregurke & E Noble 


Murnong Trail, Sat. morning 7 Oct 
Led by David Neate 


In the morning 16 naturalists met David Neate at Damascus College 
as a follow up to his presentation to the Club meeting on the previ- 
ous night. We began walking along the path of the Murnong Trail 
before wandering off the track for a closer look at the variety of 


plants. 


David had given us a list of 
over 40 plants in the area and 
we quickly found many of 
those in flower including 
Snake Wattle Acacia acu- 
leatissima, Trailing Goodenia 
Goodenia lanata, Purple 
Coral Pea Hardenbergia 
violacea, Common _ Beard- 
heath Leucopogon virgatus, 
Pink Bells Tetratheca ciliata 
and Early Nancy Wurmbea 
dioicia. The “hero plant” of 
the trail, Murnong (Yam 
Daisy) Microseris  walterii, 
was beginning to flower. Dur- 
ing our walk over 30 species 
of indigenous plants were 
identified and added to the 
plant list. 


Photo: David Neate, John Gregurke, 
Val Hocking on the Trail 


The only orchid found in flower 
/ was in a patch Common Bird- 
Orchid Chiloglottis valida, but 
leaves and buds of sun-orchids 


| Birds were calling. Fantail 
Cuckoo was identified by its 


| call and eventually seen. 


| Photo: Chiloglottis valida Common 
f Bird Orchid, near Murnong Trail 


Woowookarung Excursion Sat. afternoon 7 Oct. 
Led, and report written, by John Gregurke 


The lunch stop for the day was at Lake Esmond. We then travelled 
| to Woowookarung' Regional 
Park where we walked along 
the proposed route for a public 
walk being organised by Friends 
of Canadian Corridor. FNCB 
members will lead the walk. 


Photo: Slender Rice-flower Pimelea 
linifolia 


A range of plants were flowering with large patches of Golden Bush- 
pea Pultenaea gunni and scattered Grey Parrot-pea Dillwynia cin- 
erascens added extra colour. Com- 
mon Bird-Orchid Chiloglottis valida 
were discovered near a drainage 
line. Several Purple Coral Pea 
Hardenbergia violacea were flow- 
ering and it was interesting to find 
one plant with pink flowers. 


Unfortunately it had finished flow- 

ering before the wildflower walk 

two weeks later. Photo: Pultanaea gunni1 Common 
Bush-pea 


Postscript The walk, two 
weeks later , was very 
well attended by about 50 
interested people. 


Photo: Hardenbergia 
violacea (pink form) 


Photos on pages 1-4 Carol Hall 


1 OO, 0.0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0, 0,0, 0,9,0,0,0,0,0,.0,0,9,0,0,0,0,0,.9,0,0,0,0,0,.0,.0,9,0,0,0,0,0,.0.0.0,8 


Addition to 2017-18 Syllabus 
March, 2018 Excursion 


Leon Altoff of FNCV has now calculated that Mar. 24, 2018 is a 
suitable time for the FNCV Marine Research Group to study the 
Ecology of the Littoral Zone at Point Danger, Torquay. 

FNCB members are invited to join the group. 
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October Club Meeting Minutes 


Attendance: President John Gregurke welcomed 23 members and 
one visitor. Apol: Val Hocking, Andy Arnold, Peter Noble, Genny 
Binns, John Petheram, Bill Murphy and Mark Moravec. 


Business Arising from Previous Club Meeting: 


Letter was sent to City of Ballarat raising concerns over their weed- 
cutting program at Lake Wendouree. John G. noted that the draft 
Management Plan for Lake Wendouree has recently been released by 
City of Ballarat for comment. 


Correspondence: IN From Andrea Mason, Chair, Landscape Alli- 
ance Interim Committee: update of the committee’s progress in de- 
veloping its directions, goals, alliances, etc. 


From Colin Cook: Flyer promoting and seeking involvement in 
Brush-tailed Phascogale surveys at Enfield Forest to be undertaken 
by Friends of Brisbane Ranges. 


From Alexander Schipperen, Parks Victoria: Park Update, Oct. 2017; 
email seeking FNCB involvement in the development of a Weed 
Management Plan for Woowookarung RP. 


From Tim Drylie, Smart Living Ballarat: flyer promoting “Survive & 
Thrive: Indigenous Plants for Ballarat Gardens. A Workshop & Bo- 
tanical Gardens/ Community Nursery Tour” on Wed. 18'" Oct. 2017, 
presented by Stephanie Davison. 


Business Arising from Correspondence: 


Anyone interested in being involved in the development of the 
Woowookarung RP Weed Management Plan with Parks Victoria? 
Yes: John G., John P., Emily and Elspeth. 


Reports: Treasurer's Report: Open bal: $8,072.75 Inc $35 Exp 
$131.29 — Closing bal: $7,976.46 


October mid-month joint field trip to Brisbane Ranges with the Gee- 
5 


long Field Naturalists’ Club: Six FNCB members attended along 
with about 30 GFNC members. 84 plant species recorded + four dif- 
ferent cuckoos, Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters feeding two chicks, and a 
Yellow Robin sitting on a nest near the Stony Creek Picnic Ground 
were highlights. 


Ballarat Environment Network AGM and BowerBird workshop: 31 
people attended, including 11 field nat’s. Sixteen people brought 


along their electronic devices to learn how to access and use Bower- 
Bird online, with other attendees looking on. 


Sustainable House Day: Claire reported that it was a very interesting 
chance to see the sustainable home of FNCB members Bill and 
Kathy Elder, with information sheets all over their house and prop- 
erty, to explain the various elements and their outcomes. 


ANGAIR Wildflower Show: John G. reported that the 15 or 16 or- 
chids seen in a site in Harvey St, Anglesea that was burnt late last 
November were spectacular, particularly the Leek Orchid and Red 
Beaks. John also made quite a few helpful contacts for next year’s 
Australian Naturalists’ Network gathering. 


Successful grant application: Emily described a successful grant ap- 
plication submitted on behalf of BEN but hopefully benefitting many 
FNCB. It will fund workshops and training in getting our flora and 
fauna records onto various State databases like BowerBird, Atlas of 
Living Australia and the Victorian Biodiversity Atlas. 


General Business 


Club Camp. Oct 27-29: at least 10 members are going along at this 
stage. Some planned field trips include Bilson’s Tree, swamps and 
Wilkin Flora & Fauna Reserve (to hopefully see Red-tailed Black 
Cockatoos). 


Next meeting: Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture at 7.30pm. Bring 
flowers and a vase if you can to brighten up the room, and ample 
Supper in anticipation of extra guests. If you can, come early to help 
- set up the room. We will open the room at 6.30pm. 


Show & Tell / Field Reports 


Wayne brought in a lovely large framed photo he had taken at Lake 
Burrumbeet featuring several birds species. 


John G. reported that he now knows where the Common Bird- 
orchids at Woowookarung RP are, and that the Golden Bush-pea, 


Pultenaea gunnii 1s putting on a fine show, as are many other wild- 
flowers. 


Elizabeth reported Silver Gulls nesting amongst girders and pylons 
near the Southern Cross Railway Station. 


John Mildren found 9 Hardhead Ducks, 5 Grey Teal and many Aus- 
tralasian Grebes at Paul’s Wetland on Oct. 4. He also spotted a 
Black-tailed Native Hen or hybrid at Fairyland hanging around with 
coots. 


Emily found the first Small Spider-orchids, Caladenia parva, for the 
year, this week on her block in Scarsdale and the Common and 
Bronze Bird-orchids are flowering as are the Leopard Orchids, Di- 
uris pardina. A Black-tailed Native Hen and a Pied Cormorant were 
seen at Corio Dam but are still yet to be recorded at her block. 


Les found an adult Magpie that had lost all its tail feathers, strug- 
oling to get more than 3ft off the ground on Oct. 4. 


Claire reported that the Mutton Birds have returned en masse to Mut- 
ton Bird Island (as at Oct. 5). Peter D. reported a Black-tailed Na- 
tive Hen at Fraser Road on Sep. 19. 


Shirley described the lovely walk along a bike trail along Toolern 
River to Melton Botanic Gardens, where the gardens looked stun- 
ning and quite different from just a month ago, with most of the 
Eucalypts finished flowering and the daisies flowering 1n profusion. 


Carol saw amazing numbers of Leopard Orchids, Diuris pardina, 
flowering at Stuart Mill and had the privilege of seeing and photo- 
eraphing the Stuart Mill Spider-orchid, Caladenia cretacea. 


From Gayle Osborne, Wombat Forestcare:- 


Our next presentation will be at the Trentham Neighbourhood Cen- 
tre, 1.30 - 3.30pm Saturday 11 November 


The VNPA will present the findings from five years of camera sur- 
veys in the Wombat and Wombat Forestcare will present the inter- 
esting animals from our camera surveys and where we found them. 


There are lots of terrific images and some exciting finds. 


To book a place, please go to 
https://caughtoncamerawombat.eventbrite.com.au 


CALENDAR 2017 


November 

Fri 3 Stella Bedggood Lecture-Diamond Firetails & friends— 
Woodland bird Conservation: Tanya Loos, Connecting 
Country 


SunSam_ Chepstowe grasslands: N Oddie, AM, conservationist 


pm Snake Valley district: J Gregurke, club member 


Tues 21 Committee meeting at Fran’s 
December 
Fri 1 Earthquakes and Volcanoes: Gary Gibson, seismologist 


Sun3 pm Mt Warrenheip, and Lake Esmond for Christmas 
get-together: J Mildren & F Hanrahan 


Jan 


Tues 23 Committee meeting TBA 


Committee 
President John Gregurke 
Vice Pres Fran Hanrahan 
Secretary Emily Noble 
Treasurer Les Hanrahan 
Andy Amold Val Hocking 
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